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SUBJECT: BELGIAN EC PRESIDENCY: JULY 7-9 POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS DISCUSS AERICA AND EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE 

1. AFRICA: THE EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAD AN EXTENSIVE 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON AERICA AND CONCLUDED THAT THE NINE 
EOREIGN MINISTERS SHOULD HOLD A DETAILED DISCUSSION OF 
AFRICAN ISSUES AT THEIR JULY 12 MEETING IN BRUSSELS. 

STRESSING THAT THE NINE HAVE BEEN "HARMONIZING THEIR 
VIEWS" ON AFRICA RECENTLY, BELGIAN MEA PRESIDENCY 
DIRECTOR (DE SCHOI JTHRF.TE) TOLD US HE EXPECTS SOUTH AERICA 
AND RHODESIA TO GET EXTENSIVE ATTENTION OE EOREIGN 
MINISTERS AT THAT TIME. EXPERTS WORKING PAPERS ON 
SOUTH AFRICA, HORN OF AFRICA, AND SOVIET POLICY IN 
SOUTHERN AERICA WERE BEING FORWARDED TO THE EOREIGN 
MINISTERS TO SERVE AS A BASIS EOR THEIR DISCUSSION. 

2. DE SCHOUTHEETE SAID THAT THE NINE WOULD "PROBABLY" 

HAVE A COMMON STATEMENT EOR SUBMISSION AT THE AUGUST 
LAGOS CONEERENCE ON APARTHEID. FOREIGN MINISTERS WOULD 
DISCUSS APARTHEID AS PART OP THEIR JULY 12 CONSIDERATION 
OP SOUTH AERICA. 

3. EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE: POLITICAL DIRECTORS HEARD ORAL 
REPORT OP AMBASSADOR PATERNOTTE, MFA MIDDLE EAST 
DIRECTOR AND THE NINE'S CO-PRESIDENT OF THE EURO- ARAB 
DIALOGUE, ON HIS JULY 5-6 MEETINGS IN CAIRO WITH 
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ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY RIAD AND ARAB CO-PRESIDENT 
(ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR). ACCORDING TO DE SCHOUTHEETE, 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS POUND PATERNOTTE'S REPORT "POSITIVE" 

AND NOTED A SENSE OP CONTINUED INTEREST ON THE PART OP 
THE ARAB LEAGUE IN THE DIALOGUE. POLITICAL DIRECTORS 
CITED NEED TO "STREAMLINE " EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE MACHINERY 
AND CUT BACK ON BUREAUCRACY. THE DIRECTORS DETERMINED 
THAT THE EOREIGN MINISTERS SHOULD GIVE SOME "POSITIVE 
ENCOURAGEMENT" TO THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE. DE SCHOUTHEETE 
SAID THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN AT THE JULY 12 EOREIGN 
MINISTERS MEETING SINCE NINE WERE "NOT READY " BUT SAID 
IT WOULD TAKE PLACE AT A MINISTERS MEETING LATER IN THE 
YEAR. CHAMBERS 
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